Illinois Recreational Therapy Association (IRTA)
Student Scholarship Criteria – Therapeutic Recreation
Purpose
The ILRTA Student Scholarship is designed to support and recognize undergraduate and graduate students pursuing careers in therapeutic recreation who demonstrate academic excellence, professional commitment, and a passion for enhancing quality of life through inclusive, strengths-based practice. This scholarship is intended to support tuition.

Eligibility Requirements
Applicants must:
· Be currently enrolled in a 4-year Illinois college or university and have declared Therapeutic Recreation/Recreation Therapy as a major 
· Have completed a minimum of: 
· Sophomore standing (undergraduate)
· Maintain a minimum GPA of 3.0 on a 4.0 scale
· Demonstrate intent to pursue CTRS certification and a career in therapeutic recreation

Selection Criteria
Applications, with redacted personal information, will be evaluated using the following weighted criteria:
1. Academic Achievement (20%)
· Overall GPA and academic performance 
· Evidence of commitment to learning (e.g., honors, relevant coursework, certifications)
2. Professional Involvement and Leadership (25%)
· Participation in: 
· Student organizations (e.g., TR clubs, allied health organizations)
· Demonstrated leadership roles or initiative
· Engagement in conferences, workshops, or advocacy efforts

3. Fieldwork, Volunteer, or Clinical Experience (25%)
· Quality and breadth of hands-on experiences
· Engagement in related employment, volunteer work, or experiential learning

4. Personal Statement (20%)
Applicants will submit a written statement addressing:
· Their passion for therapeutic recreation
· Influential experiences shaping their career path
· How they plan to impact individuals, families, and communities
· Clear articulation of career goals in therapeutic recreation

5. Letter(s) of Recommendation (10%)
· At least one letter from faculty, supervisor, or professional mentor
· Should speak to: 
· Professionalism
· Work ethic
· Readiness for the field


Application Materials
Please submit the following:
1. Resume
2. Unofficial Transcript
3. Personal Statement (500–750 words) addressing: 
· Your passion for therapeutic recreation
· Key experiences shaping your professional goals
· How you will contribute to the field and those you serve
4. One Letter of Recommendation (faculty or work supervisor)
*ALL APPLICATION MATERIALS MUST BE SUBMITTED FOR STUDENTS TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR THE ILRTA SCHOLARSHIP

Submission Details
· Deadline: October 1, 2026
· Submit to both: 
Carrie Gascoigne, ILRTA Past President
cgascoigne@nwcsra.org
&
Kris Johnson, ILRTA Education Chairperson
kjohnson@aurora.edu

· Award Notification: October 15, 2026

